THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF

EASTER

(ROGATION SUNDAY)

Year C

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass
our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving
you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 14:8-18
Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was
crippled from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And
Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well,
10
said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and
began walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up
their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was
the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance
to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice
with the crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they
tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 15 “Men, why are
you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring
you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God,
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In
past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he
did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from
heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 18
Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice
to them.
1

OR
Joel 2:21-27
“Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things!
22
Fear not, you beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit; the fig tree and vine give their full yield.
“Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has
given the early rain for your vindication; he has poured down for you abundant
rain, the early and the latter rain, as before.

23

“The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine
and oil. 25 I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the
hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you.
24

“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never
again be put to shame. 27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and
that I am the LORD your God and there is none else. And my people shall
never again be put to shame.
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Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord. 		
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 67
1

May God be merciful unto us, and bless us, *
and show us the light of his countenance, and be merciful unto us.

2

Let your way be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

3

Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
indeed, let all the peoples praise you.

4

O let the nations rejoice and be glad, *
for you shall judge the peoples righteously, and govern the nations upon
earth.

5

Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
2

6

Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, *
and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.

7

God shall bless us, *
and all the ends of the world shall fear him.

New Testament Reading
Revelation 21:1-4,22-22:5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold,
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will
be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.”
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will
ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's book of life.
22

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.
4
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night
will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

3

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 14:21-29
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest
myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does
not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's
who sent me.
“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say
to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would
have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.
29
And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place
you may believe.
25

Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Easter
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord: for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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